
Balsall Heath Contextual Data 



Having contextual knowledge of our school community 
contributes to supporting leaders to ensure the school 
improvement plan meets the needs of the children and their 
rights are promoted through everyday experiences.

It supports an awareness of, and sensitivity to, the wider 
environment and needs outside of the school community.
At Jakeman we see barriers as opportunities and feel very 
privileged to be part of such a culturally diverse community and 
the learning opportunities that this brings.

Our school vision is to ensure that children feel safe, are happy 
and  able to thrive.



PUBLIC HEALTH ENGLAND –LOCAL HEALTH DATA FOR BALSALL HEATH

https://www.localhealth.org.uk/#bbox=402528,287384,9412,5560&c=i
ndicator&selcodgeo=E05011122&view=map8

Data on next slide

https://www.localhealth.org.uk/#bbox=402528,287384,9412,5560&c=indicator&selcodgeo=E05011122&view=map8




They cover a range of socio-economic factors so you can compare Balsall 
Heath to figures for Birmingham and nationally. These statistics can tell you 
if Balsall Heath is an economically deprived area and how hard it might be 
to get a job.



Balsall Heath Property Ownership & Rental Statistics

Balsall Heath has a lower rate of home ownership (via a mortgage or owned outright) than the national 
average, which suggests that Balsall Heath is an economically deprived area. Since all home ownership is lower 
than the national average and all rented accommodation levels are higher than the national average, this also 
suggests an area of economic deprivation.

The rate of unemployment in Balsall Heath is also higher than the average, suggesting that many people may 
be under employed or on a low salary.



Article 30 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

You have the right to practice your own culture, language 
and religion. Or any you choose. Minority and indigenous 
groups need special protection of their rights.



There are many contributing factors that result in a child growing up in poverty. These range from family income – either 
through low paid employment or entitlements to benefits – to educational outcomes and housing. 

Some of these factors are the responsibility of central government, namely entitlement to benefits and tax credits. Some are 
able to be addressed at a local level, such as access to safe and suitable accommodation, support with employment and skills 
and raising aspiration through education and lifelong learning for parents. This report seeks to develop local policy 
recommendations for change that can be adopted by Birmingham City Council and partners across the city to tackle the level 
of child poverty in the city. 

Cited 
https://www.citypopulation.de/en/uk/westmidlands/wards/birmingham/E05011122__balsall_heath_west/

DATA ON THE NEXT  TWO SLIDE



Source: UK Office for National Statistics (web).
Explanation: Wards as at May 2022. All area and population figures of wards are based on output areas. Thus, 
slight discrepancies are possible compared to the actual ward boundaries that are depicted in the map.



Source: UK Office for National Statistics (web).
Explanation: Wards as at May 2022. All area and population figures of wards are based on output areas. Thus, slight 
discrepancies are possible compared to the actual ward boundaries that are depicted in the map.



In-work poverty and worklessness is unquestionably a key driver of child poverty. However, the most recent 
Households Below Average Income (HBAI) statistics outline how almost two-thirds of children (62%) nationally 
live in households where at least one parent is in work. 

This suggests that while families are moving into work, they aren’t moving out of poverty, with the UK currently 
having one of the highest rates of low pay in the developed world: over 20% of full-time employees earn less 
than two-thirds of the pay of the median full-time worker, compared to 16% in the OECD as a whole. One of 
the key ways that families are able to return to work is through the availability of affordable childcare. This has 
been recognised by the Government who have recently extended free childcare to 30 hours a week, in an 
effort to make it easier for these parents to work and fulfil their commitment to make work pay. There has 
been a substantial rise in the numbers of 3 and 4 year olds benefitting from funded early education places in 
Birmingham since 2010, with take-up increasing from 85% in 2010 to 94% in 2014. While the take-up of the 
disadvantaged 2 year old offer has significantly improved from 49% in the summer term of 2015 

Average salary-Balsall Heath West £13,088 Birmingham £16,185 England £18,788



A Muslim community was started in June 1940 when two Yemenis purchased an artisan cottage on 
Mary Street. With the mosque being located in the area, more people of Muslim faith began to 
move into private lodgings in Balsall Heath. Today, Balsall Heath has one of the largest Muslim 
communities in Birmingham. It is also home to diverse communities from across 
the Commonwealth.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations


CRIME DATA Balsall Heath
https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/b129st

The data recorded in 2022 shows us that violence and sexual violence are the highest crimes recorded

https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/b129st
https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/b129st


People living in Birmingham’s poorer neighbourhoods can expect to have years knocked off their life.
New research from the Office of National Statistics looked at the life expectancies of children born 
between 2015 and 2017.
The figures revealed that the poorest boys born in England can expect to live a staggering 9.4 years 
less than the richest.
At the same time the poorest girls can expect to live 7.4 years less than the richest.
Around 40 percent of neighbourhoods in Birmingham are in the most deprived 10 per cent nationally -
meaning that Brummies are likely to be disproportionately affected.
It includes areas like Ashton, Washwood Heath, Saltley, Sparkbrook, Handsworth and Balsall Heath.



So what are we doing to support our children’s mental health and wellbeing at Jakeman?

• Children’s rights are threaded through the curriculum/ GOLD Rights Respecting School
• Sustainability of Healthy Eating Award/ Grow it cook it 
• PANTS campaign - NSPCC
• Mental health support through continuous provision and group time sessions such as relation 

and yoga
• Individualised transition plans/ key worker system in place that is effective
• Regular parent consultation meetings to discuss children’s wellbeing and progress
• Leadership continuously update their knowledge on community needs through research and 

children’s voices are captured and influence planning and the way the curriculum is delivered
• SLT attend locality briefing sessions
• The continual professional development of our staff team is a high priority
• Statutory policies and procedures embedded in school
• School vision is that every child reaches their full potential and early interventions support 

children’s gaps in learning school improvement plan reflects this
• Multi agency work embedded within school to ensure appropriate agencies are involved for 

families
• EYPP is used to close any identified gaps in children’s development including PSED support 

where required
• LAC/ PLAC are closely monitored DT identified



• Children learn how to lead healthy and happy lives, which is fundamental to their 
cognitive development. 

• Teachers and teaching assistants build positive respectful attachments that shape 
children’s social world. Strong, warm and supportive  relationships with adults enable 
children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. (Jakeman has 
a secure key worker system in place).

• Children are supported to manage their emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set 
themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for 
what they want and direct attention as necessary.

• Through adult modelling and guidance, children learn how to look after their bodies, 
including healthy eating, and managing their personal needs independently. 

• Through supported interaction with others, children learn how to make good friendships, 
co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform 
from which children can achieve at school and in later life.

• Children’s rights are threaded throughout the curriculum and are a core driver in the 
ethos of the school. 

How we support Personal Social and Emotional Development at Jakeman Nursery –PSED (EYFS 2021)



2021-2022-PSED Curriculum links Rights Respecting Article Link Evidence

Making secure attachments with key workers and 
peers through family group sessions. Meetings with 
parents and the completion of the all about me.

Article 19 Governments must do all they can to ensure 
that children are protected from all forms of violence, 
abuse, neglect and bad treatment by their parents or 
anyone else who looks after them.

Children learn about keeping their bodies healthy, 
this term we are learning about oral hygiene 
routines through active activities

Article 24 Every child has the right to the best possible 
health. Governments must work to provide good quality 
health care, clean water, nutritious food and a clean 
environment so that children can stay healthy. Richer 
countries must help poorer countries achieve this.

Learning about routines and boundaries in nursery Article 28 Every child has the right to an education. 
Primary education must be free. Secondary education 
must be available for every child. Discipline in schools 
must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help 
poorer countries achieve this.

Developing self help skills Article 29 Education must develop every child’s 
personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must 
encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as 
respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, 
and the environment

Using ‘The Colour Monster’ story to help children 
express how they are feeling and the feelings of 
others. 

ARTICLE 13 (freedom of expression) Every child must be 
free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access 
all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law.


